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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to this discussion paper.  

The Asbestos and Silica Safety and Eradication Agency (ASSEA) coordinates national actions 
to eliminate asbestos-related disease in Australia, through the Asbestos National Strategic 
Plan. ASSEA works with all levels of government, as well as with non-government groups, to 
improve the effective and safe management, removal and disposal of asbestos. Our functions 
have also recently expanded to cover the elimination of silica-related disease, through 
coordination of the Silica National Strategic Plan. 

We understand that the purpose of the review is to ‘evaluate any scientific evidence that would 
support alternative approaches to managing asbestos in recovered material and fines, 
particularly the potential adoption of thresholds as opposed to the current zero-tolerance 
approach’. We are not in a position to comment in detail on the technical questions asked, and 
will leave that for relevant asbestos professionals to provide their expertise. 

However, for consistency we do support the need to consider a national risk-based threshold 
level for asbestos in waste and soil intended for beneficial reuse, and commend the NSW 
government’s investigation of the evidence base to support this. This is important because there 
are four main sets of laws that apply (i.e. work health and safety, environment, public health and 
dangerous goods) which need to be reconciled, if enhancements to broader asbestos waste 
management practices are to be implemented. 

Notwithstanding the regulatory framework, ASSEA wishes to reiterate some of the important 
information in your discussion paper which it sees as foundational to evaluating such asbestos 
management practices. In the Australian context, there are four key documents that deal with 
asbestos contaminated waste soil, which must be considered in any discussion of recovered 
material and fines. These are: 

• National Environment Protection Council (NEPC). National Environment 
Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure (2013) 

• WA Department of Health. Guidelines for the Assessment, Remediation 
and Management of Asbestos-Contaminated Sites in Western Australia (update 2021) 

• WA Government guideline. Managing asbestos at construction and demolition waste 
recycling facilities (2021) 

• Safe Work Australia. How to safely remove asbestos - Code of Practice (2011) 






